APJPH OnlineFirst, also known as "publish ahead of print," "publish before print," or "continuous publishing" is also a new feature in the homepage of our journal. It allows accepted articles to be hosted online prior to their inclusion in the final APJPH print and online issue, and this significantly reduces the time between submission and publication of articles. With APJPH OnlineFirst, the authors' work will reach the audience more quickly, enabling an article to receive greater usage and exposure, and earlier citation opportunities.
Together with this July regular issue, we have included the Supplement issue on Global Health and the United Arab Emirates. Another Supplement issue on Climate Change and Human Health Impacts in Australia is also on the way. We are currently in the process of inviting articles for a Special Issue on Pacific Health, which will be published next year.
With the partnership with one of the world's largest publishers of academic journals, Sage Publications, we have the benefit of its international resources to promote circulation and enhance the reputation of the journal. Giving the journal a more global readership and visibility will help academics in our region to receive recognition for their work and to highly regional publish health issues. The Asia-Pacific region is currently the epicenter for many global public health threats and challenges, and APJPH will provide the timely review and publication of regional issues that may not always be the priority of the other international pubic health journals. The journal has applied to be monitored in order to receive a citation ranking and we will receive further information later this year.
With the assistance of the Journal's International Advisory Board, the Editorial Board, the reviewers, and an increasing number of authors themselves, we seek to publish information to assist in improving the health of all in our region, including the most disadvantaged. We will be more active in soliciting and promoting high-quality articles and reviews for our journal. We are highly dependent on the volunteerism of our reviewers in conducting critical and scientific analysis of our manuscripts and we thank them for their willingness to contribute their expertise, effort, and time. On your part dear reader, we need you to write, read, and cite the journal as much as possible as together we move the journal to a higher level. The journal is rapidly moving on and we need the help of everyone in the public health community to keep up the momentum.
